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At 15-years old, he is still
one of the best ambassa-
dors of French breeding
across Europe.  That is wi-
thout counting the fact
that, ahead of some of the
best current combinations,
he carried off one of the
most coveted Grands Prix,
that of Hannover, under
the saddle of the young
Thomas Velin, just a few
weeks ago.

Quidam de Revel unites
two of the most important
lines of Selle Français bree-
ding which have ever exis-
ted; on the one side, the
invaluable Jalisco B, father
of Quidam and, on the
other, one who has been
ranked number one in
France, the remarkable
Uriel.  Jalisco B was by a
sire who later became a
breeding world leader,
Almé, out of Tanagra, a
foundation mare of Mr.
Georges Sabras in Nor-
mandy.  Tanagra, daughter
of the best thoroughbred
cross ever used in France,
Furioso, had an exceptio-
nal production which blos -
somed in the field of sport,
and resulted in Danoso
(ISO 178) by Night and
Day, best French horse in
1976 and 1978 and a mem-
ber of the French team un-
der the saddle of Daniel
Constant.  With Night and
Day, Tanagra also produ-
ced Escurial (ISO 145), se-
cond in the national final
for 6-year olds with Janou
Lefebvre, and mother of
the stallions Kissovo and
Urous.  After the birth of
Jalisco, Tanagra was part-
nered with Nykio, with
whom she produced two
stallions, Kioto and Nykias,
before coming back to
Night and Day and giving
birth to Oviedo II, expor-
ted to the USA.  Finally, at
the age of 20 years, she
produced the stallion Ruy
Blas.  Of her broodmare
daughters, one should
mention Quanagra (Ga-
loubet A), notably, the mo-
ther of Viking du Tillard

(ISO 184) who was a mem-
ber of the French team at
the Atlanta Olympic
Games; Maharanée (Night
and Day), grandmother of
the stallions Arioso du
Theillet and Icône (Night
and Day), and mother of
the stallions Thoas du
Theillet and Valero du
Theillet.

In France, Jalisco B came
to be thought of as a phe-
nomenon.  During the va-
rious stages of the ‘cycle
classique’ for young horses
impressions were medium.
At the age of five, he fini-
shed 8th in his age group
Championships.  One year
l a t e r, he was 8th in the
Grand Final and ranked
4th for prizemoney in his
generation.  Jalisco pur-
sued his career under the
saddle of Xavier Leredde,
son of Fernand Leredde of
Rouges breeding fame,
who needs no introduc-
tion.  Suffice to say, he was
responsible for the star
stallion, Papillon Rouge (a
son of Jalisco B) and Ro-
chet M, formerly Rochet
Rouge (another Jalisco
son), who won a bronze
medal at the Atlanta Olym-
pic Games with Alexandra
Ledermann.  Following vic-
t o ry in the magnificent
Grand Prix of the CSIO Pa-
ris, at the Hippodrome of
Longchamp in 1983, and
pre-selected for the Los
Angeles Games, the
French Olympic dream
collapsed after he suffered
an injury on the Spanish
circuit at Barcelona in
1984.  Jalisco was, thereaf-
ter, sold to Mr. Géraldes,
who gave him to Manuel
Malta da Costa.  Under
Portuguese colours, Jalisco
B participated at the Olym-
pic Games in Seoul in
1988, then returned to
France to pursue his stal-
lion career with the mares
of his own studbook.  Un-
like his son, Quidam de
Revel, whose semen is avai -
lable today in numerous
different breeding coun-

tries, Jalisco B’s de luxe ser-
vices were only put at the
disposal of those mares
who were destined to carry
his progeny.  His semen
could not support the ef-
fects of freezing, and long
distance transportation.
Jalisco B was struck down
by an attack of colic at the
dawn of the ‘94 covering
season, at the Lieu Plaisant
Stud farm, close to Lisieux
in Calvados.  He was 19
years old.

But we must go back a
stage - to 1979.  Jalisco B, at
the age of four when a cer -
tain lady, who was later to
become Henriette Evain,
was advised by Fernand Le-
redde not to ignore the
qualities of her young stal-
lion.  Only the best mares,
prizewinners themselves,
or of good family lines,
should be given to him.
Thus, in 1980, Olisco, Oce-
lot d’Elle and Osco du
Banney were born follo-
wed, one year later, by Pa-
pillon Rouge, Privilége and
Palme de Revel.  In 1982,
along came the two foals,
so often associated with the
French team, Quidam de
Revel and Quito de Baussy
who have contributed to
C S I O ’s as well as Wo r l d
and European Champion-
ships and have constantly
perpetuated Jalisco’s repu-
tation.  In 1995, he was the
number one stallion in the
world on the WBFSH ran-
kings, with eight compe-

ting offspring - prizewiners
at CSI and CSIO Grands
Prix, or Nations Cups.  

Among the prestigious
mares who came to be co-
vered by Jalisco B was
Dirka (ISO 156), a daugh-
ter of Nankin, born at the
home of Mrs. Marguerite
Savary in Calvados.  A win-
ner in young horse classes,
the little Dirka (1m63), ha-
ving had good results at
CSI level with the Brazilian

Nelson Pessoa, was then gi-
ven to Xavier Leredde who
made his junior internatio-
nal debut with her.  Dirka
then returned to breeding
at the home of her pro-
prietor, Prince Amaury de
Broglie, who gave her, in
the beginning, to Sans
Souci, a great international
performer with Marcel Ro-
zier, with whom she produ-
ced the superb Orka (ISO
132) and Paprika de Revel
(ISO 130).  Then, with Ja-
lisco B, she gave the world
Quidam de Revel, and the
broodmares Razzia and Sa-
rah de Revel.  With Kis-
sovo, maternal
half-brother of Jalisco B,
she had Vallon Rouge, win-
ner at CSO.  From her liai-
son with Narcos came the
stallion Aiglon Rouge, a
consistent winner under a
Dutch saddle.  From
Q u a t ’sous came Bysra
Rouge and, fin a l l y, from
the Leredde stallion, Pa-
pillon Rouge, Dirka de Re-

vel.  One must understand
that Dirka only joined Fer-
nand Leredde at the age of
16 after her proprietor,
Prince de Broglie chose to
instal himself in Switzer-
land when the Socialist Go-
vernment came to power
in France during the
1980’s.  Dirka was, in fact,
followed to the Haras des
Rouges by her daughters,
Orka and Tosca.  A quick
analysis of her stock brings
a rapid understanding of
the interest she generated
in a breeder.  Ondine de
B a u g y, the mother of
Dirka, had, with Nankin,
five females, who all be-
came brood mares.  Thétis
B, Bérénice and Géondie
de Baugy remained with
their breeder, Mrs. Savary.
From Ondine’s descen-
dants came a number of
winners, and the stallions
Sheyenne and Sioux de
Baugy.  The mother of On-
dine is none other than
Nadine, mother of four
products of whom Jesa-
belle de Baugy is an excep-
tional brood mare.
Jesabelle had five foals, all
from Nankin; the first,
Troubadour B (ISO 153),
winner of the 6-year old fi-
nal who went to CSI level
with Janou Lefebvre and
then CCI (ICC 151); Uriel,
principle national stallion
of the Selle Français stud-
book, and long-time star of
the National Stud at St. Lô,
considered a leader of his
breed and head of a long
list of fathers of CSO win-
ners in France between
1978 and 1988; Comman-
d e u r, winner at CSI for
Switzerland; Daguet de
Baugy (ISO 148) CSI win-
ner for Belgium; and Voul-
zie, broodmare and
mother, notably, of the stal-
lion Furiel de Baugy.

And there we have the
bloodlines which have en-
dowed Quidam de Revel.

Quidam still arouses exci-
tement. Acquired at two-

QUIDAM DE REVEL
AN A LY S I S B Y PAT R I C I A CA G É In May 1993, Quidam de Revel left French shores.  More than a great sport horse - he had been the best Fre n c h
competitor at the Olympic Games in Barcelona and one of the pillars of the French team under the saddle of the talented Hervé Godignon.
C a rrier of a formidable genetic heritage that the French allowed to escape from their clutches, with some consolation nevert h e l e s s .

Quidam de Revel ridden by Herve Godignon, Aachen 1991
Photo : Peter Llewellyn
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Several times suggested,
and forgotten, again men-
tioned, then promised for
1996, finally delayed, the
French -so French- Haras
Nationaux ‘s reform of the
institutional statutes (400
years old), is struggling to
come to life.

One must admit that such
monument of state control
and centralism cannot be
toppled over without pre-
cautions. Much aware of
the fact, the French De-
partment of Agriculture, of
which the Haras Natio-
naux depend, is keeping a
close eye on the file.
1996 should have seen the
introduction of a draft; the
guiding thought was to
open the board of adminis-
tration of the supervising

This emulates a class of si-
milar type at the Dublin
Horse Show, transplanted
by Irishman Thady Ry a n
who took Kingsway Dia-
mond (King of Diamonds-
Bawlahan Beauty x
Gortlee) to New Zealand.
The big chestnut horse’s
progeny are regularly fea-
turing in showjumping
prize lists, while a grand-
son, Croftlea Kildare
(Kingcroft Wicklow x
King of Diamonds) is mo-
ving through the eventing
grades.  Kingcroft Wick-
l o w, one of the first half-
bred Irish sires, is
demonstrating conside-
rable talent for showjum-
ping.  The other Irish
draught stallion - who,

c o i n c i d e n t a l l y, arrived in
NZ on the same plane -
L a u g h t o n ’s Legend
(Willie John), is also pro-
ducing top class competi-
tion horses ‘down-under’
in both showjumping and
eventing.  Coincidentally,
Blue Lake - the dam of
L a u g h t o n ’s Legend’s sire,
is full sister to Golden
Jazzman and his full bro-
t h e r, Golden Horizon, all
out of Golden Lace (who
carries two of the best
known jumping blood-
lines in the country, from
Kurdistan and Paddy’s
Land II). ■

years of age by Mr. Barbier,
he was sold the first time at
the age of five to a syndi-
cate of fifteen breeders of
whom the principal share-
holder is Jean Pierre MazÇ.
One year later, hi˙1
s stallion career was marke-
ted in 60 lots, for the sum
of ff40,000 each, which
gives some estimation of
the value of a horse at that
time.  Then, in 1993, at the
age of 11, Quidam left
France for the stables of
M r. Flemming Velin in
Denmark, for a price
which was claimed to be
the ‘sale of the century’ in
terms of sport horses (even
though the century is not
quite over).

Appreciate that, within a
number of European stud-
books, Quidam could be-
come, maybe, in the
manner of his father Ja-
lisco B, and his grandfa-
ther, Almé one of the great
sires of European breeds
of the next millenium. ■

South Island
Emulates Dublin 

NE W ZE A L A N D (by Joan Gilchrist)The highlight of the
South Island Young Sport Horse Show will be the loose
jumping of three-year olds.body and financing autho-

rity to all the professionally
vested parties, the process
was again delayed -at least
in part due to the bovine
spongiform encephalopa-
thy crisis.

1997 begins in status quo.
Meanwhile, a few deputies
though members of the go-
verning majority, have
openly expressed their an-
noyance at the blocking of
the situation. They have in-
troduced an amendment
of “irritation” proposing
the closure of the Haras
Nationaux’ special allo-
wance(a share of the bets
on horse races constitutes
the mainstay of the Haras
Nationaux’ budget, hence
of all horse related mat-
ters).

From page 7➬ Headaches of The
Haras Nationaux

Reforms 

See page 16➬


